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MY LORDS, 

H E experience of human life muſt often 

1 have furniſhed us with facts, that verify 
the truth of the ſentiment, which the bieden | 
has put into the mouth of Cæſar In maxima for- 
Tuna minima licentia eſt; in the higheſt ſtations 
the conduct lies more open to cenſure, and is 
amenable at the tribunal of the public. If you 
have the honour of moving in an exalted ſphere, 
you muſt be ſenſible, that, as the natural con- 
| ſequence of it, you are peculiarly expoſed to 
notice and obſervation. Not only the dignity of 
ſtation, but, in your caſe, the ſacred office you | 
ſuſtain, draws the eyes of men to you, On all 
A 2 occaſions, 


. 


E 


occaſions, which appear to be particularly con- 


nected with the obligations of that character, ex- 


pectation is raiſed; and when you take a decided 


part, it is ſure not to eſcape animadverſion. Of 


all men you perhaps are leaſt to look for in- 
dulgence, or even candor, ſhould you appear to 
be influenced by partiality or reſentment, ambition 
or avarice, becauſe theſe motives are juſtly con- 
ſidered as peculiarly derogatory from the a 
of the Chriftian Biſhop. 


'Fou have, my Lords, been not long ſince in 


this predicament. When, in the year 1787, the 
\ Proteſtant Difſenters brought forward an applica- 


. . * . = 
cation to Parliament, for relief from the laws, 


whereby the Sacramental Teſt is impoſed as a qua- 


lification for civil and military offices, the eyes of 
men were turned to the ſacred Bench, and they 
waited to ſee what part the Biſhops would act. 


By the fate, which this application met with in the 


Houſe of Commons, your Lordſhips were pre- 
cluded from any opportunity of giring, at that 
time, a vote on the queſtion, 


" 


r 


It was then underſtood, that the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters would renew their ſuit in ſome future ſeſ- 
fion of Parliament. The Committee, to whom 
the conduct of this buſineſs was entruſted, have 
now, by circular letters, avowed their determina- 


tion to bring it on again in the ſeſſion of 178g. 


Then again, my Lords, will the eyes of many 
be turned to you; and it is not improbable, that 
by the motion paſſing through the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and being carried up to that of the Peers, 
your principles and conduct will be actually 
and publicly brought to the teſt, 


In the mean time, ſentiments of reſpect for 
your order, and a concern for its true glory, as 
well as a ſolicitude for their own ſucceſs, will ex- 
cite in the Diſſenters an ardent wiſh, that their 
application may meet with patronage from the 
Biſhops, It is an affair, which, by its connec- 
tion with religion, and with the rights of your 
fellow-chriſtians, appears, in their judgment, par- 
ticularly to claim your attention and aſſiſtance. 


wy 
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1 
The queſtion, concerning the Sacramental Teſt, 
involves in it, my Lords, not only our natural 
privileges, but your duty and reputation ; for it 
will come before you, not only as the heads of an 
eſtabliſhnient, and the rainiſters of the ſtate, but alſo 
as miniſters of Chriſt ; a character of greater import- 
ance, and of higher obligation. We would 
hope, that your Lordſhips will ſee the affair in the 
ame light, and we ſhall rejoice in an opportunity, 
- congratulate the Chriſtian world, and the Church : 
of England, on the condudt of its Biſhops, evi- 
dently directed by an equitable and benevolent 
ſpirit towards Diſſentients, and by an holy con- 
cern 5 che * of a Chriſtian inſtitution. 


Ole of your order has indeed, in this iat, 
damped our riſing hopes. Hz has on a late 
public and national occaſion, the Anniverſary of 
the Martyrdom of King Charles I. ſeen fit, as it 
were with a reference to our application, © to ad- 
vert to the reaſons on which the uſe and equity 
of a teft-law, by way of ſecurity to the church 

« eſtabliſhed, may be maintained.“ But his 
Lordſhip 
© See the Biſhop of Glouecer's Sermon befor the Houle of 
Lords Jau, 30, 1788. p. 154 16. 
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Lordihip of Glouceſter is 4 ſingle perſon, and we 
| would ſuppoſe, that he ſpeaks as an individual, 
whoſe ſentiments are no ſtandard for his brethren, 
and whoſe opinion cannot bind them. Nay, we 
would preſume, that, on a review of the queſtion, 
he may ſee reaſon to alter his judgement ;, at leaſt, 
as far as it concerns the particular Teſt impoſed by 
the law: by which, as your Proteſtant brethren are 
| injured, ſo the ordinance of your Divine Maſter 
18 perverted and abuſed. 


Should your Lordſhips, with Dr. Hallifax, con- 
| fider © the Teſt-Law only as a proviſion to ſe 
& cure yourſelves—as a weapon of defence, to 
dt guard you from the attacks of thoſe, who are 
cc prepared to catch every opportunity to do you 
& harm—as a law of reſtraint, by which the men, | 
ee who hold opinions unfriendly to the religion of 
cr the ſtate, are withheld from ſituations, where 
ce they might poſſibly reduce theſe opinions to 
© practice;” ſhould your Lordſhips, I ſay, con- 
ſider the Teſt Law in theſe views, this is to be- 
hold i it in the moſt favoutable point of light, But 
it is a partial light ; it is only one . of it. 
Aa: It 


{3 


It is the bright ſide of it, as it looks towards your- 


| elves, and your national eſtabliſhment and perſonal 
Intereſt. 


We have a right, my Lords, to- expect, that 
you ſhould conſider the other aſpects of it; that 
you ſhould behold it on all ſides, and obſerve its 


operation on our juſt claims, as your fellow-citizens, 


and on the honour of that chriſtianity of which you 
are miniſters, 


How expedient and reaſonable ſoever, it may 


be, that © the national church ſhould not lie at 


te the mercy of its enemies, that it ſhould not be- 
tc come a ſlave;” it can never be fit, that its ſe- 
curity ſhould be obtained at the expence of the 
rights of others, and by a proſtitution of Chriſt's 
ordinance. If it be ſo obtained, then “ the na- 
60 tional church becomes a tyrant;” and it corrupts 


the religion which it proſeſſes to guard and pre- 
ſerve. 


On theſe points the appeal is, with reſpect, made 


"oo your Lordſhips, To your Lordſhips, whole 


| | rank 


to): 
rank and office and vows lay you under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to be jealous of the purity of 


Cs and the real glory « your own church, 
is the appeal made. 


One reaſon, on which the repeal of. the Corpo- 
ration and Teſt Acts was grounded, is this:. 
ee The Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper be- 
ee ing a matter purely of a religious nature, and 
te being appointed by our bleſſed Saviour only for 
© the remembrance of his death, ought not to be 
<« applied to the ſecular ends of civil ſocieties.” 
It will be a cauſe of furprize and grief to many, if 
this reaſon ſhould not come to the minds of Pre- 
lates, the Miniſters of Chriſt, with that ſerious 
force, which it poſſeſſeth. Having weight, great 
weight in itſelf, it particularly merits, nay, de- 
mands the attention of Biſhops. 


It is by no means a point of indifference, 
whether the inſtitutions of Chriſt be obſerved ac- 
cording to the rules which He has preſcribed, and 
for the ends to which He has deſtined them, or 
vot; unleſs it be an indifferent thing, whether we 


obey 


(5) 
6bey Him, or not; whether we adhere to his 
inſtruMibns, 8 not. His inſtructions, in the caſe 
before us, at every clear and preciſe—* Ds this in 


12 remembrance of me. The grund of Gedience 


here is the authority, of > * Ehyjlt and the deſign : 


it is to keep * the remembrance of Him. 


* 


But when the Lord's ig? is eaten as a qua- 
lification for any worldly emolument, for any civil 


| or military employment, the deſign and ground of 
| the act are both changed. A new authority is 
ſubſticuted inſtead of that of the Chriſtian Laws 
- giver” "ramely, the requiſition of the magiſtrate : 


% $1] 8 


a new ene 18 poſall, namely, our own temporal 


s* 


Toa 
intereſt ; not NY remembrance of our Divine 


Mafter. If this be not a perverſion of the ordi- 


vob 


hance from its original deſign : if this be not a 
groſs deviation from the only authentic directory, 


1 an be deemed a corruption of a Chriſtian 
Infticurion ? ? 


* * - 
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barks corruption; in this aſs, my Lords, is s of 


Aa very ferious nature,” It is not merely a depar- 


ture from, or an addition to, the appointment of 
\ a6 | Chriſt; 


- 
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Chriſt; it is repugnant to that appointment, and 
to the whole ſpirit of the Goſpel. The kingdom 
of Chriſt is not of this world. ce Ye are hot of 
« the world,” faith he to his diſciples, * even as I 
« am not of the world.” Chriſtianity is not a 


ſcheme of worldly policy ; nor are its ordinances 


meant to be ſubſervient to the deſigns of worldly 
ambition. Its bleſſings are ſpiritual, and its re- 
wards future and eternal. How inconſiſtent then 
with the nature of Chriſtianity is it, to make any 


one of its appointments an inſtrument of accom- 


pliſhing our worldly ſchemes! * God forbid,” 
Faith the Apoſtle, © that I ſhould glory, fave i in 
cc the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whont 
de the world is crucified to me, and I to the 
&« world.” But what is the language of that man's 


heart, who receives the Sacramental Teſt ? It is this: 


© f am not to be crucified to the world, but to 
obtain its advantages. This action indeed forces 
upon my mind the remembrance of Chrift dying 
to deliver us from this preſent evil world: but I 
commemorate this great inſtance of His fetf-de= 
nial, not to promote this end of his death but to 


carry on my own worldly advancement and in- 
tereſt l. 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
' 


„„ - 
jatereſt! How abſurd ! How ſhocking is the at- 
tempt to blend together, in the ſame act, views ſo 
remote from each other ; ſo repugnant to the pri- 
mary deſign of the Divine Legiſlator in the ap- 
pointment of the act . 


Me read, with aſtoniſhment, of the corruptions 
of this ordinance, which made their way into the 
church of Corinth. We read, with grief, of the guilt, 
which the Corinthians contracted, and of the di- 
vine judgments which they incurred. | 


But there was not, my Lords, a circumſtance 
cenſurable in their conduct, which hath not its 


- counterpart in his application of the Lord's Sup- 


per, as a Ty. The Corinthians did not diſtin- 
guiſh between the Lord's Supper and a common 
banquet : the Teſt-Law placeth it on a footing 


with any civil ceremonial, by which men are in- 


veſted with any ſecular office. They, through their 


miſapprehenſions of its nature, converted it into 


an occaſion of diſorder and intemperance: the Teft- 


Law makes it ſubſervient to the purpoſes of avarice 
and ambition, They, at the feaſt of love, gave way to 
5 | ſchiſms, 


LI 3 
ſchiſins, ſtrife, and debate: the T2f-Law makes the 
bond of love the inſtrument of partial diſtinctions 


turning it into a political tool, and an engine of 
ſtate. How ſimilar is the guilt! Similar in na- 
ture, but not, I conceive in degree. 
| Excuſe me, my Lords, if I ſhould ſay, that the 
| abuſes of the Lord's Supper, with which the 
Corinthians were chargeable, were innocent, com- 
pared with the proſtitution of it which we have now 
in conſideration. They miſtook its deſign, and into | 
that miſtake they fell in the infancy of chriſtianity ; 
but they did not, by a deliberate edi of their 
church, pervert the inſtitution, and, by a flanding 
law, perpetuate that corruption. The guilt of any 
abuſe of the Lord's Supper, into which the Chriſ- 
tian world may have fallen, ſince that time, is 
aggravated by being committed againſt that warn- 
ing of the criminality and danger of ſuch abuſes, 
which the caſe of the Corinthians furniſhes. On 
account of their conduct, many of them were weak 
and ſickly, and many ſlept. The leſſon, which, 
on that occaſion, was inculcated by the Apoſtle, 
is, that He who eateth and drinketh unworthily,. 
* eateth and drigketh judgment to himſelf.” 

FL This, 


(4 ) 


This, my Lords, is an awful warning to future 
ages; and who ſhould feel the force of it, if not 
the miniſters of religion? It hath awakened in lay- 
breaſts an holy ſolicitude to recover the purity, to 
guard the honour of Chriſt's inſtitution. al 
1 be as concerned for either ? 


R + 


8 Much ought it to be regretted ; i on the riſing 
occaſion, you ſhould not improve your influence, 
and teſtify your ſerious zeal, in this matter. If the 
commandment of Chriſt can be conſidered as com- 
' mitted to any man, with a peculiar charge to keep 
it without ſpot, and unrebukeable to the day of 
Chriſt, it muſt be to thoſe who are looked upon as 
4 Stewards of the myſteries of God.” It is re- 
quired of ſtewards, that they be found faithful. 
But where is their fidelity, if they connive at the 
proſtitution of any part of a ſacred depoſit, en- 
truſted to them, to be preſeryed pure and undefiled, 
But, if not only conniving at, they vote for per- 
petuating that proſtitution, may it not be feared, 
that the Lord, whom they ſerve, will conſider them 
as betraying the cauſe committed to them? 


For 


(„ 
For the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt to be adva- 


cates for a law, which proſtitutes and perverts an 


Holy ſacrament of his religion, yea, a law which 
makes THEMSELVES the very iHruments and tools of 
this ſhameful proſtitution, is fuck a violation of 
their character, ſuch a proſtitution of their ſacred 
: office, ſuch a betraying of the ſolemn truſt com. 
| mitted to them by God,, for which they muſt give 
an account to the chief paſtor at his coming, as 

cannot but greatly ſhock an attentive beholdęr; and 


as ſuch, ſhould give, methinks, extremely painful 
apprehenſions to themſelves, i £ 


Can the evil of this conduct be otherwiſe than 
great? The Sacramental Teſt invites, tempts, and 
conſtrains men to do, what their Om. conſcience 
Accuſes them for doing. Here the church, and the 
ſtate do not maintain their union and alliance; but 
each acts contrary to the other. „ rubric of the 
church, reſpecting the celebration of the commy- 
nion, forbids blaſphemers of God, ſlanderers of 
his word, adulterers, &c. to come to the holy 
table; the law of the ſtate requireth all to come, 
Vithout any diſcrimipation.of character, and allows | 
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< 36.) 
not the Miniſter to carry into effect the prohibition 
of the church.“ 


Should it be aſked, what fellowſhip hath Chrift 
with Belial ; what communion hath light with 
darkneſs? The anſwer is, the Sacramental Teft 
eſtabliſheth ſuch a communion; ſuch an unnatural 
and inconſiſtent alliance. Shall it be added that 
the votes of the holy prieſthood have confirmed 
this repugnant intercourſe ? 

Too many, compelled by the Teſt-Law, it may 
be ſuppoſed, will continue to come to the table of 
Chriſt, conſcious of performing a ſolemn duty of 
religion, without any religious principle or view; 
doing, what a reverence for the command of Chriſt 
alone can juſtify their doing, without any ſerious 
regard to his authority; and terrified with the fear 
of beitig guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt. 
Can the Biſhops of the Chriſtian church think of 

| the 


 TheDiſſenting Gentleman's Letters to Mr. White, 6th edit. 8vo 

| Appendix IT. The opinions of three eminent lawyers, reſpecting a 

clergyman's eluling to adminiſter the ſacrament to a notorious 
exil- liver. 


ED 
the caſe of ſuch without pity; without an holy ſoli- 
citude to prevent their guilt ? | 


If any man be overtaken with a fault, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, ye that are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch an 
one in the ſpirit of meekneſs.” Should your votes, 
my Lords, be given. for the continuance of the Sa- 
cramental Teſt, it deſerves conſideration ; whether, 
inſtead of reſtoring ſuch, you will not throw new 
temptations in their way ; whether you will not per- 
petuate the ſnare, which entices them to profane the 
ordinance of Chriſt? 1 


When men are thus conſtrained to proſtitute the 
inſtitution of Chriſt, and to prevaricate with conſci- 
ence, can it otherwiſe than have a bad influence on 
the ſtate of their minds and their general conduct? 
Our divine Maſter hath predicted, that © Offences 
will come;“ or occaſions of drawing men into fin 
will ariſe ; but he adds, © Woe to him by whom 
the offence cometh.” By whom, in this caſe, will 
it, for the future, come, but by thoſe, whoſe au- 0 
thority and influence ſhall contribute to ſupport, 
and to give a new ſanction to an abuſe of a ſacred 


inſtitution? : | 
| B ; Shay 


We 
RF: | 
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Shall it come by theſe, who, by the nature of 
their office, are guardians of virtue, preachers of 
righteouſneſs, helpers of the faith, holineſs and joy 
of Chriſtians? Ts this, it will be aſked, rheir re- 
eard for the ordinance of Chrift? Is this their 
zeal for the honour of his chureh ? Is this their 
love to mankind? Can it be, that it is a matter 
of no concern to them; ſo that the church, in ap- 
pearance, may have an acceſſion to its members ; 
that this acceſſion is obtained by a violation ef con- 
| ſcience, by the profanation of a Chriſtian ordinance, 
.and by the admiſſion of open finners, and of pro- 
feſſed deiſts, if not atheiſts, to its communion ? A = 
real Chriſtian Biſhop, however he may overlook, 
when his attention has not been called to it, the na- 
ture of this meaſure, can never, knowingly and de- 


fignedly, give his conſent to it. 


Theſe general conſiderations apply, my Lords, 


more cloſely, than probably you are aware ; and 


affect the members and clergy of your own church, 
as well as Proteſtant Diſſenters. There are, though. 
their number ſhould not be great, ſome pious and 
worthy gentlemen, in conſtant and full communion 

2 N with 


tw) 
with your church, who would ſcruple to receive the 
Lord's Supper, as a qualification for any worldly 
employment. There are, in the inferior claſſes of 
the clerical order, conſcientious clergymen, who 
ſcruple to adminiſter it, as a teſt for civil poſts; 
who much more ſcruple to admit to it; with this 
view, perſons of vicious characters, but who 
dare not refuſe it. Laudable are the ſcruples of 
ſuch members, and of ſuch Miniſters of the church; 


they are its worthy, its honourable Members and 
Miniſters. . 


May it not be hoped, that 7be:r difficulties, if not 
our grievances, will affect the minds of their ſpirt- 
tual overſeers? May it not be hoped, that how- 
ever the pleas. of Diſſenters may be diſregarded, 
the tenderneſs of heir conſciences, by the friendly 
exertions of their ſuperiors, will be relieved? 


Did the gentlemen, who ſit on the ſacred bench, 
when moving in the humbler ſtation of parochial - 
_ Priefts, never feel the like conſcientious ſcruples ? 
Or having felt them, can they be indifferent to the 
caſe of thoſe who are burdened with the ſame ? 


Be Though, 


(20-3 | 

Though, by ſome favourable circumſtances in the 
preceding ſtations of your lives, the like painful 
and ſerious difficulties might never, my Lords, be 
thrown in your way; yet the caſe of thoſe who are 
expoſed to them merits your pious and paternal ſym- 
pathy. For the honour of the mitre, it may be 
hoped, that you will, by no means, loſe any oppor- 
tunity, which may offer, of giving eaſe to ſcrupu- 
lous conſciences, in your communion ; or of ſav- 
ing ſerious clergymen from a weight on their ſpi- 
rits, and of ſcreening them from vexatious proſecu- 
tions. 

On this ground the application of the Diſſenters, 
for the repeal of the Sacramental Teſt, appears to 
merit your ſerious attention, It comes home, in 
our opinion, to the obligations of your character as 
| Miniſters of Chriſt. We ſhall be ſurprized and 
grieved, if it doth not, in the ſame manner, affect | 
your minds. Your being averſe to the repeal of it, 
your being indifferent to it, will lay your Lord- 
ſhips open to the charge of criminal remiſſneſs, 
about preſerving the purity and genuine force of the 
Infrution of your divine Maſter. 


Here 


Cn} 
Here we think we might wholly reſt our ſuit 


Vith your Lordſhips, as his Miniſters. 


But we are aware, my Lords, that you ſuſtain 
another character, that of the Miniſters of a par-- 
ticular eſtabliſhment. | 


We perſuade ourſelves, that your Lordſhips 


would by no means wiſh, that the opprobrium of 
being a perſecuting church ſhould lie upon it. But 
while the Teſt and Corporation Acts are in being, 
we ſee not how it can wipe off this reproach. Your 
minds, my Lords, revolt at the imputation. You 
are ready to reject it as illiberal, as unjuſt, _ Biſhop. 
Hallifax enters his proteſt againſt conſidering the 
Teſt-Law * as an artful mode of haraſſing adver- 
faries—as an engine of oppreſſion, to lay men under 
legal diſabilities, or as a penal law, and by way of 
puniſhment for opinions.“ Though your Lord- 
ſhips ſhould approve his diſtinctions, and be ready 
to adopt his language, we muſt ſay, that the dif- 
tinctions are futile. Men may behold an object 
| B3 through 


* See the Biſhop of Glouceſter's Sermon, on Jan. 30, 1788, 
page 16. | | | 


( 2.) 
through a falſe medium, but the nature of things 18 
too ſtubborn to bend to our miſconceptions. 


You, my Lords, probably conſider only, what 
you may deem, the expedient and ſalutary operation 
of the Corporation and Teſt Acts. Allow others 
to judge of them by a different influence, and to 
refer their ſentiments to your judgment, as materi- 
als for forming a more comprehenſive and equitable 
opinion of them, 


4 Proteſtant Diſſenters feel themſelves injured by 
thoſe acts. Being injured perſons they may be al- 
lowed to complain. Let the impartial and candid 
judge between your Lordſhips and us, whether our | 
complaints be well founded, 1 


Theſe acts operate as a bar to the full enjoyment 
of our natural rights. · Not that the actual poſſeſ- 


' fon of civil offices is the right of any ſubject; but 


a capacity of being elected or appointed to them is 
the right of every good ſubject. “ Of this capa- 
| city 


® Fyracaux's Letters to Blackſtone, p. 164, 2d edit. 
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city we are deprived. This deprivation placeth us 


en a much more diſadvantageous footing, than are 
our fellow ſubjects of the eſtabliſhed church. Te 
. excludes us from poſts of honour and emolument. 
It ties up our hands from ſerving our King and 


Country. The laudable and uſeful ambition to 


move in ſpheres of public utility and influence 1s 


checked; it meets with no object to gratify, no re- 


ward to cheriſhit. Nay more, we are not only, in 
this caſe, loſers, but ſufferers. Not to negative 
evils merely are we expoſed, but to poſitive ones, 
of that kind which moſt ſenſibly affe& an ingenuous 


mind. Thoſe ſtatutes hold us up, as perſons not 
worthy of confidence, as not deſerving any ſhare in 


the revenues or honours of the ſtate, which we con- 


tribute to ſupport. 


Why this excluſion ?= Why this reproach ?— 
« When we view the ſects of Chriſtianiry, which 


| actually prevail in the world, we muſt confeſs, that 


with the ſingle exception of refuſing to bear arms, 


we find no tenet in any of them, which incapaci- 


tates men for the ſervice of the ſtate.”* We aſk, 


„ | therefore, 


# Paley's Moral and Political Philoſophy, 4to. p. 582. 
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therefore, again, why are theſe excluſions con- 
tinued againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters? Why is this 


ignominy ſuffered to remain on them? Why 
are not the means of providing for our families as 


open to us as to others? Why is our ſphere of 
exertion and ue limited by acts of Parlia- 


ment? 


Is it, becauſe Diſſenters poſſeſs not the ſame vi- 
gour of mind, the ſame ſtrength of judgment, and 


the ſame comprehenſion of ſoul, which other men 
poſſeſs? Not the moſt prejudiced will venture to 
aſſert or inſinuate this. We are naturally as well 


qualified to fill poſts of honour or of profit, as are 
any of our fellow- ſubjects. 


Is diſloyalty the cauſe of this excluſion ? — 


ſuſpicions light upon us as enemies to the govern- 


ment, and to our happy conſtitution? This plea 


cannot, with truth, be urged. Who took an ac- 
tive part in the reſtoration of Charles II.? The 


Piſſenters of thoſe times, eſpecially the Preſby- | 
terians, By whom in particular hath the memory 
of F William and the es Revolution been 

held 
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held more ſacred, than by Proteſtant Difſenters ? 
To whom did the Houſe of Hanover owe its ac- 


ceſſion to the throne of England, more than to the 
Diſſenters? Their zeal, on that occaſion, was 
exerted without .making terms for themſelves, 
without attempting to ſecure any emoluments to 
their religious profeſſion, In the annals of the 
Houſe of Hanover, the zeal and loyalty of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters will be recorded to the lateſt 
times, i 


In the late war, it is true, ſome of them repro- 


bated the meaſures of the Miniſtry, and ably de- 


fended the rights of America to be taxed only by 
her own repreſentatives. But theſe ſentiments were 
not peculiar to them; having been eſpouſed, and 
with a manly, liberal ſpirit, ſupported by the votes, 
and by the pens of many members of the eſtabliſh- 


& 


ed church. The Diſſenters, on this occaſion, 


argued on the principles of a Locke; on princi- 
ples which had been announced, before that un- 
happy war, from the pulpit and from the preſs, by 
one of the greateſt ornaments, my Lords, of your 

own 
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own Bench—by a LowTH, a name connecting with 
it learning, taſte, and worth.“ 


But if, neither on account of incapacity, nor 
of diſloyalty, Proteſtant Piſſenters are excluded 
from civil offices, it remains, that the ground of 
chis excluſion is their conſcientious diſſent from the 


religious eſtabliſhment of their country. This ex- 
cluſion, if words have any meaning, is per/ecution, 
ce I know no other definition of perſecution, than 
& that it is an injury inflicted on a perſon for his 
be religious principles or profeſſion only. f 


In theſe. liberal. times the word ſounds harſh, 
You, my Lords, will not admit the charge, You 
| plead, that it is not the ſpirit of intolerance that 
dictates your ſupport of the Corporation and Teſt 
Laws, but that it was a meaſure of. prudence ſug- 
geſted by ſelf- intereſt; Arhich the ſafety of your 
own church conſtrained you, with reluctance, to 


adopt. 


* 


* gee Dr. Price's Appendix to his Faſt Sermon in 1779. 


+ Furneaux's Letters to Blackſtone, p. 164, 2d edit, 
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— * 
ce It is of the nature of religious ſets,” argues 


one of your order, © as ſuch, to conceive their 


own ſyſtem of faith and worſhip to be pure, and 
to approach nearer the ſtandard of perfection, 
than that of any other; for on no principle but 
this, can they be ſuppoſed to have ſeparated 


from other religious ſocieties, whether national 


be always trying (and the more ſincere they are 
in their perſuaſion, the more earneſtly they will 
be trying) to propagate their own opinions, and | 
to advance their own models on the ruin of the 
reſt ; and, as the ſureſt way of effecting this, to 
intereſt the ſtate in their ſervice, by gaining 2 
part of the legiſlature to their ſide, in this pure 
ſuit ; beſides the ſimple motive of truth, it may 
be preſumed, they will be not a little ſtimulated, 
from the view of thoſe temporal emoluments, 
which they ſee annexed to the religion of the 
magiſtrate, and from which they themſelves, 
unjuſtly, as they will think, are at preſent ex» 
cluded. Nor is there any other way of pre- 


venting them from accompliſhing their de- 
* ſigns, and erecting themſelves into the national 
church, 


( 28 


church, than by keeping them out of the pub- 
& lic adminiſtration, and taking care that offices of 
.<« truſt and dignity, in the diſpoſal of government, 
* ſhall be conferred on fuch perſons only, whoſe 
0e principles incline them to preſerve the conſtitu- 
te tion in all its parts. Now this is the preciſe 
1 buſineſs of a TrsT. ** 8 


A writer, who was an honour to the law-depart- 
ment, f argued, ſome years ſince, in a ſimilar man- 
ner. If every ſe&,” faid he, were indulged 
, jn a free communion of civil employments, the 
ce jdea-@f a national eſtabliſhment would at once 
« be deſtroyed, and the epiſcopal church would be 
- < no longer the church of England.” 


Thus men deceive themſelves, and endeavour 
to impoſe on others with fair ſpeeches, They dif- 
gviſe their conduct and their motives, to reconcile 
themſelves to both, and to procure the _ 
tion of others. 


The 
i 
* Biſhop of Gloyceſter's Sermon on Jan, 30, 1788, p. 15. 
+ Judge Blackſlonez 


( 29 ) 
The diſgviſe, in this caſe, is weak, and the 
plea fallacious. ' What! cannot the church be 


« eſtabliſhed in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of 
et her peculiar temporalities, her tythes, prebends, 
ce canonries, archdeaconries, deaneries, and bi- 
« ſhoprics by law, unleſs ſhe engroſs all civil as 
d yell as eccleſiaſtical offices to herſelf ? Can there 
« be no legal eſtabliſhment of, and no legal and 
« national proviſion made for a church, unleſs all 
te the offices and emoluments of the ſtate are an: 
« nexed to it.“ There is no natural connection 


between the deprivation of Diſſenters and the ſafety 
of the church. | 


His Lordſhip, the Biſhop of Glouceſter, argues, 
that there is ſuch a connection. For religious ſects, 
under a perſuaſion of the greater purity of their 
own ſyſtem, will always be trying to propagate 
< their own opinions, and to advance their own 
te models on the ruins of the reſt ; and, as the 
ce ſureſt way of effecting this, to intereſt the ſtate 
e in their ſervice, by gaining a part of the Le- 

<« giſlature to their ſide,” | 1 
Facrs, | 


* Furneaux's Letters to Blackſtone, p. 162, 2d edit. 
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 Facrs, which are ſtubborn things, militate 
againſt this idea, and prove it to be futile and nu- 
gatory. Under the ſame government, within the 
fame kingdom, there exiſts an eſtabliſhed church 
without the ſecurity of a Teſt; and there are Dif- 
fentients, whoſe conduct does mot threaten the 
eſtabliſhment. As our caſe urges : © The Epiſ- 
* copalians in North-Britain, * who are the Diſ- 
* ſenters from the church eſtabliſhed in that part 
* of the united kingdoms, are not liable to any 
te incapacities in conſequence of their not qualify- 
et ing themſelves by receiving the ſacrament ac- 
er cording to the uſage of the church of Scotland 
te but are capable of all the advantages of the civil 
ce government, by taking the oaths, &c. as ap- 
« pointed by law.“ Yet the church of Scotland. 
offers not either in her emoluments or conſtitu- 
tution. A like ſtate of things exiſted in England, 
under a Preſbyterian government. The Rump 
Parliament, at a time when religious zeal roſe to as 
| high a degree of jealouſy, reſentment and diſtruſt, 
as at any period, enacted no religious Teſt ; but, 
155 aboliſhing 


In Ireland there is now no Teſt-Law. 


N 

aboliſhing the oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy; 
only appointed a new one, called the ENGAGE 
MENT, which was, to be true and faithful to the 
government efablifoed, without King or Houſe of 
Peers. This was the only condition of holding 
any. place or office of truſt in the Commonwealth. 
Yet the Preſbyterian eſtabliſhment of that time 
neither apprehended nor felt danger from the want 
of a religious Teſt. There was a time, when the 
church of England had not this barrier. It was all 
the length of time, that elapſed before the enact- 
ing of the Teſt-Law in the reign of Charles II. 


How 


Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, v. 4: p. 2. S rb. 

+ Biſhop Hallifax, (ſee his Sermon, p. 18, note, ) ſays, That 
& long before this period, there had been penal /aws againſt 
«+ Diſſenters in plenty.” It is true; but will the Biſhop vin- 
dicate thoſe penal laws ; or can the iniquity of former periods 
juſtify the iniquity of later times. Beſides, thoſe penal /aws were 
of a different nature from the Teſt-Law, both i in principle and 
effect: they were pointed againſt certain principles and practices 
as Heretical, and they did not operate as diſqualifications for eivil 


offices. The Biſhop owns, that all employments of the ſtate wers 
laid as“ open to Diſſenters as to others. 


* 


„ 

How came the church of England to be more 
inſecure ſince that period than before? How came 
it to ſtand on a more precarious footing, than did 
Preſbytery in the times of the Commonwealth or 
than does the church of Scotland, or Ireland, at 
this day? It generally holds true; that the broader 
the baſis, the firmer will ſtand the building erected 
on it. Unhappily, the church of England is a 
ſtructure of that kind, that it owes its ſecurity to to 
narrowing its baſis. 


* ſecurity, * 0 derives from ans 
ting to civil poſts. men of no conliencs, - or of a 
pliant one —Miſerable ſecurity, founded on the 
proſtitution of the Sacrament, and derived from 


counteracting, or interfering with the authority of 


the great head of the Chriſtian church Miſera- 
ble ſecurity,” which ariſes from oppreſſion, from the 
oppreſſion of the upright and ſcrupulous, and from 
ſhowing favour to apoſtates or hypocrites; to men 


who join the communion of the church, not from 


conviction but intereſt, not from attachment to her, 


but from a regard to their own fortunes ! 


The 


N 
The citcumſtances under which originated the 
Teſt-Act, for which the Biſhop of Glouceſter is an 


advocate, ſhew that it is needleſs and ungenerous, 


in the eſtabliſhed church, to have recourſe to fo 


miſerable a ſecurity againſt Proteſtant Non-Con- 
formiſts. It is needleſs as to them; for they gene- 
rouſly permitted it to paſs into a Law, though they 
ſaw that it would eventually operate againſt them» 
| ſelves, for the ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed church 


againſt popery. 


Are the perſons, who readily ſacrificed their own 
intereſt and ſafety to ſecure and guard that of the 
Proteſtant, national, epiſcopal church, to be ſuſ- 
pected of a diſpoſition to advance their own models 
on the ruin of that church? Can that church need 
the ſecurity of the Teſt-Law againſt ſuch Diſſen- 
ters? Or is it generous to retain in force a law, to 
the burden and evils of which, theſe Diſſenters, 
for the ſafety of this church, at firſt expoſed them- 
ſelves. 


In this view, in every view, my Lords, the 
Teſt-Law and the Corporation-Act are a diſhonour 
| ” Fi 2 


to your church. What can be diſhonourable to 
any eſtabliſhment, if it be not ſo to owe its ſup- 
port to meaſures ſubverſive of the juſt and equi- 
table claims of fellow- ſubjects? To ſay of an 
eſtabliſhed religion, that its ſecurity is founded in 
iniquity; how diſgraceful ! To ſay of its Mini- 
ſters, that they are advocates for a little, illiberal 
policy, for a policy unfair and oppreſſive; is to 
accuſe them of deſerting the character of preachers 
of righteouſneſs, and of aſſuming, in its room, 
chat of the inſtruments of intolerance, 


Whatever pleas may be urged to extenuate the 
| evil, or whatever defence may be ſet up to juſtify 
the tenor and operation of the Corporation and 
Teſt- Acts, they really conſtitute a ſpecies of per- 
fecution ; and a vote given to ſupport them is in 
favour of perſecuting meaſures. For though Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters are tolerated, yet as they are ex- 
cluded from many civil offices, they are injuriouſ- 


ly treated; and ſuch treatment is perſecution. 
They are perſecuted in a manner, which affects 
their reputation, their fortunes, and what to a be- 

nevolent 


10-7 
nevolent mind is more dear than either, their uſe- 
fulneſs to their country. | 1 


This perſecution ariſeth not from the ſtate 
merely, but from the church, The ſafety of the 
church is the pretext for it. The leaders of the 
church ſupport it. To what concluſion doth this 
view of the ſubject lead us? It leads, my lords, 
to fix the charge of being a perſecuting church on 
the church of England. It tends, one of your 
own Bench being judge, to fix on-her the mark 
of Antichriſt. 


te One obvious character,“ faith Biſhop Hurd, 
c of Antichriſt, or rather complication of charac- | 
« ters, is that triple brand impreſſed upon him, of 
% a tyrannical, intolerant, and idolatrous power. 

ce The prophets hold him up to us, as reigning or 
oo exerciſing . an oppreſſive and ſupereminent do- 
e minion; as perſecuting good and conſcientious | 
ce Chriſtians,” a 


C 2 His 


Biſhop Hurd's Sermons on Prophecy, Pe 368, iſt edit, : | 
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= many Antichriſts,”'* 


(36) 

His Lordſhip has applied this deſcription of 
Antichriſt to the church of Rome. The juſtneſs 
of his application is not to be diſputed. But the 
propriety of its limitation to that communion may 
be queſtioned. Where the ſame deſcriptive marks 
are found, I conceive, the ſame ignominious cha- 


_ rafter muſt exiſt. Though John calls the com- 


<c plicated human power, by which the genuine 
te doctrines of the goſpel were to be perverted and 


c depraved by the title of Antichriſt, yet we muſt 


te remember, that in the ſame paſſage, (1 John 2. 
& 18.) He plainly intimates, that in his ſenſe of 
e the expreſſion, there may, at the fame time, be 


8 5 


In our conſideration of the prophecies concern- 
ing the Man of Sin, or Antichriſt, the circum- 5 
ſtance of local ſituation is but one, and the leaſt 
weighty. The general queſtion concerning the 
truth and - propriety of. their application, muſt be 
determined by the conformity of any power to the 
grand and leading marks of Antichriſt, laid down 

3 „ i 
57S Evanſon's Letter to the Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, 
Po. 13. | 
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in them. Local ſituation may particularly point 


out the church of Rome; but if the other effentia] 
and. ſtriking features are found in other commu- 


nities, - can theſe communities ſtand clear of the 


charge ? 


Though the church of England ſhould. not per- 
ſecute to the ſame extent, or to the /ame degree of. 
ſeverity with which ſome other churches have per- 
| ſecuted ; yet, if in any degree ſhe perſecutes; if, in 
any degree ſhe is intolerant, ſo far ſhe ſymboliſes 
with the Man of Sin ; ſo far ſhe anſwers to the 
character of Antichriſt, As long as the Teſt and 
Corporation Acts remain in being; as long as they 
derive ſupport from the members of the church of | 
England; fo long, we conceive, they will be mo- 
numents and proofs, that the pride of ſecular do- 
mination, that the relentleſs zeal againſt the rights 
of conſcience, which are the diſtinctive marks of 
Antichriſt, exiſt in that church, and enter into her 
character. | 


| The church of England, indeed, we own, will 
not, like that of Rows, avow the crime. She 


feels 


( 56 ) 

feels the diſgrace of its imputation, and by 1084. 
ing not guilty, would hope to avoid it. But if 
facts —if actions prove it; if ſtanding ſtatutes of a 
perſecuting complection ſhould be, perpetuated 
ſhould be corroborated by future and new votes in 
their favour—if operating laws that are daily exe- 
euted—if theſe things have a meaning and are 
evidence, ſhe muſt be found guilty. The verdict 
lieth againſt her, and will lie againſt her, till ſhe 
Reps forward and exerts herſelf to ſet aſide cheſe 
OW proofs of go. 


0 Wes gentle modern Biſhops may be, the 
church of England is ſtill a perſecuting church; 
and her princi ples would lead her to the roaſting of 
heretics alive, as 200 years ago. But thanks be to 

God! the civil power has reſtrained her. 


Every one who reſpeQts the learning, the rank, 
and the perſonal worth of the gentlemen that fit on 
the epiſcopal Bench, muſt fincerely regret I 
this charge of perſecution ſhould continue to lie 
_ againſt that body. It will particularly criminate 
them ; for they are the guardians of the church, 

L LET and 


6 
and their ſhare in the legiſlature of the nation leads 
them to take an active part in perpetuating, or an- 
nulling the energies of the Corporation and Teſt- 
A. . 


It is with ſingular pleaſure, that we receive from 
one of your own order, the following ſentiments 
concerning the preſent diſpoſition of the church. 
Literature and philoſophy have ſo enlightened 
ce and enlarged the minds of men, by ſhowing 
es them the narrowneſs of the limits of the human 
ce underſtanding in every branch of ſcience, as well 
* as in the inveſtigation of the truths of natural 
« and revealed religion, that the preſent church of 
„ England, we are confident, had ſhe the power, 
« would be far from treading in the ſanguinary 
© footſteps of the former church of England, as 
ce the Britiſh Legiſlature: would be now from grant- 
« ing her the authority of doing it, which was ſo 
« ſyperſtitiouſly conceded to her, in an age of 
<« ignorance and of eccleſiaſtical domination.“ 


C4 n Ta 


* Biſhop Watſon's Charge to the Dioceſe of Landaff, in Jure 


( 49 ) 
To apply this general repreſentation of the pro- 
ſent temper of the church; do not you, my Lords, 
reprobate, with abhorrence, the unrelenting  ri- 
. gour of your Archbiſhops PARKER, Baxckorr, | 
WaiTciFT, and Laup? Hold you not in de- 
teſtation thoſe tyranniſing Prelates, whoſe ſeverities 
drove thouſands of diſtreſſed families to the de- 
ſerts of America? Do not you condemn thoſe cruel 
acts by which your church, without making any 
proviſion for their ſupport, caſt out at once above 
10 thouſand pious and excellent miniſters ;-_ and 
afterwards 'baniſhed them five miles from any city, 
| borough, or church, in which they had before 
ſerved? Read you not, with a benevolent tear, the 
ſad tales of thoſe eight zhouſand Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, who periſhed in priſon, in the reign only 
of Charles II.? Yes, my Lords, as you review 
thoſe monuments of epiſcopal ſeyerity, you ſay, 
« If we had been in the days of our fathers, we 
* would not have been partakers with them in the 
ee blood and miſeries of thoſe conſcientious ſaf- 
ce ferers,” From the liberal reſentments which you 
feel at theſe proceedings, let us promiſe ourſelyes, 
chat you will generguſly ſtep. forth, on the ap- 
proaching, 
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proaching occaſion, and ſhow your zeal-to remove 
every veſtige of perſecution, every trace of what 
Biſhops have been. Far be it from any of your 
order to give us, or the world, room to feel grief 
for your tarniſhed honours, 


There aroſe, you well know, my Lords, in the 
times of civil confuſion and anarchy, a ſet of tur- 
bulent enthuſiaſts, called Fifth-Monarchy Men, 
whoſe favourite notion it was, that * dominion 
« was founded in grace, and that the ſaints only 
* ſhould have rule. Little is it to be expected, 
that in the eighteenth century, any ſhall appear ta 
act upon ſo wild a principle; much leſs, that the 
learned, the enlightened Bench of Engliſh Pre- 
lates, ſhall purſue a line of conduct, that approxi- 
mates towards it. Yet a vote given to continue the 
limitation of all the civil offices and emoluments 
of this country, to thoſe who avow themſelves 
members of the national church, would reduce the 
doctrine of theſe enthuſiaſts to practice. It would 
approach very nearly to ſaying: © The ſaints only 
© ſhall bear rule,” Do not your Lordſhips per- 
ceive, that it would lie open to this conſtruction; 
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a conſtruction not forced, but natural and eaſy ; 
and that Biſhops ſo voting might properly be 
called Fifth-Monarchy Men? 


Indeed, my Lords, this wild doctrine, and all 


actions that ſymbolize with it, are very remote from 


che benevolent and ſpiritual deſign of Chriſtianity ; 
peculiarly foreign from the nature and views of the 


_ epiſcopal character. You conſider yourſelves, and 
you wiſh to be conſidered, as ſucceſſors to the 


Apoſtles. But ſhould you give a vote, againſt 
our application, to be relieved from oppreſſive laws, 
and to be reinſtated in our natural rights, it may 
be queſtioned ; whether your conduct, in that cafe, 
can be urged in proof of ſuch ſucceſſion. Ir is 
very certain that the Apoſtles were prohibited the 


exerciſe of juriſdiction over one another, or over 


their fellow-diſciples.” © Jeſus called unto them, 
& and faid ; ye know, that the Princes of the Gen- 
© tiles exerciſe dominion over them ; and they that 
& are great exerciſe authority upon them: but it 
t ſhall not be ſo among you: but whoſoever will be 
great among you, let him be your miniſter; and 
* whoſoever will be chief among you, let him be 

e | « your 
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« your ſervant.” Matt. Xx. 25, 26, 27. le 
is alſo very certain, that it was characteriſtic of the 
Apoſtles. We have not dominion over your faith, 
re hut are helpers of your joy.“ It is as certain, 
that it is enjoined on Chriſtian Biſhops, to © feed 
ce the flock of God, taking the overſight, not by 
« conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, 
& but of a ready mind: not as lords over God's 
& heritage.” 8 8 


To your calm conſideration, is the appeal made: 
whether, my Lords, taking an active part on à he- 
ligious account only, to the prejudice of others; to 
the prejudice of their natural rights and juſt claims, 
would not be exerciſing. dominion . with a heavy 
hand ? - Whether it would not be arrogating au- 
thority, and employing it to very hurtful purpoſes ? 
If it would, it is referred, my Lords, to your cool 
and ſerious thoughts, whether it would not be 
tranſgreſſing the limits of your commiſſion, and 


exceeding the prerogatives of your office, as both 
are aſſigned by. the Great Shepherd, and Biſhop of 
Souls, And, with reluctance, it muſt be intimated, 
whether that domination and intolerance, from 

5 which, 


(4) 
which, in the buſineſs of the Teſl-Law, the church 


of England is not clear, will not be pargiculay 
. _—_— on the 3 Pan hits, 


Theſe 8 will, perhaps, be cenſured, 
AS illiberal, but oppreſſed innocence muſt be al- 
| Jowed to ſpeak ; and to refer its cauſe to reaſon and 
equity. If theſe remonſtrances be not well found- 
ed, it is hoped, that they will make no impreſſion? 
Tf they be well founded, they nearly concern thoſe 
to whom they are addreſſed. The honour of their 
own character, the honour of the church of which 
they are leaders, is involved in their truth. 


Although the 8 will be brought 
before you is not new; yet, having had no par- 
ticular call to it, you may never have entered into 
the inveſtigation of it. You may not have been 


aware, how much it affects your duty and reputa- 
tion, as Miniſters of Chriſt ; what connection ix 
hath with your fidelity to your Divine Maſter, and 
your accountableneſs at his tribunal. ' For the hu- 
man mind is not always attentive to the conſider- 
ation of every queſtion that may come before it: 

much 


. 
much leſs to every view, in which a ſubje& may be 
placed. | 


Should theſe reflections, my Lords, engage 
your conſideration, they may lead you into a new 
train of thinking ; they may raiſe new ſolicitudes 
in your breaſts. Is it not to be hoped, that a con- 
ſequence the moſt honourable to yourſelves may 
reſult from this; either that you will anticipate the 
Diſſenters in bringing forward a motion for their 
relief—or elſe, when their cauſe is by themſelves 
brought into the Houſe where you ſit, you will be- 
come its warm and generous patrons. Either ſtep 
will reflect glory on the diene cane and 
give it weight and dignity. 


Your reid honour, as miniſters of truth; as the 
friends of the oppreſſed ; as patrons of pure Chriſ- 


tlanity; is ſincerely wiſhed, 


My Loks, 


By your's, reſpectfully. 
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